
2010 

Calendar of Events 

¶ PTA Meeting, Feb 9th, 
7:00 pm, EV Library 

¶ Pizza HutñErwin Valley 
Night, Feb 8th  

 

¶ PTA Meeting, March 
9th, 7:00 pm, EV Li-
brary 

¶ Science Fair, March 
27thñ28th at West 
High 

¶ Movie TimeñErwin Val-
ley Family Day 

¶ Author Visit, Matthew 
McElligott, March 10th  

¶ PTA Council Food Drive 

 

¶ PTA Meeting, Apr 13th, 
7:00 pm, EV Library 

¶ Spring FlingñApril 10th  

¶ Bountiful Baskets 

¶ Coat Bank Drive 

¶ No TV Week Game 
Night 

¶ PTA Meeting, May 
11th, 7:00 pm, EV Li-
brary 

¶ Book Fair 

¶ Staff Appreciation  

¶ Kindergarten Cub Club 

¶ Planting Day 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR to the stu-
dents, parents, teachers and 
staff of Erwin Valley!  I hope 
you had a relaxing break.  Er-
win Valley PTA is roaring into 
2010 with many exciting 

events planned.   

We hosted a Staff New Year 
Breakfast last week.  Thank 
you to Katie Olmstead who 
organized this event and to the 
many volunteers who contrib-
uted all of the delicious break-
fast foods.  The teachers and 

staff had a wonderful morning.   

Donõt miss a chance to catch 
the excitement of an Elmira 
Jackals game in a crowd of 
Erwin Valley fans on January 
30é Erwin Valley Jackals 

Night.   

Enjoy a dinner out (or take 
out) while supporting PTA on 

February 8th at Pizza Hut.   

Planning is in the works for the 
Spring Fling coming on April 

10th.  Dig out your cowboy 
hats, boots and bandanas for a 
òWestern Hoe-Down!ó  Watch 

for details coming soon.  

Some exciting Reflections 
newsé  Erwin Valley had four 
students who received regional 
awards and one of them will 
advance to state judging.  See 
details and the list of winners 
inside this newsletter.  Con-
grats to all Reflections partici-

pants! 

Work is beginning on the 5th 
grade video that EV PTA puts 
together each year.  Watch for 
a notice to come home with 5 th 
graders asking parents to sup-
ply baby and current photos of 
their child.  We want to make 
sure everyone is included, so 
start digging out those baby 

pictures.  

How can YOU get involved this 

year?  Itõs never too late to 

join us.  Donõt forget to keep 

an eye on our PTA bulletin 

board for the most recent 

PTA information.   

Please consider coming to 

one of our upcoming PTA 

meetings to hear about the 

exciting things weõre doing.  

Sit back and relax with a cup 

of coffee or tea and enjoy 

our meeting.   

Next month, the second 

grade teachers will attend 

our meeting and we look 

forward to their input.  We 

will be giving out Innisbrook 

door prizes at our next meet-

ing on February 9th.  Please 

join us!!  Every voice counts!   

Stacie Sweet  

EV PTA President 

staciesweet@hotmail.com  
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Don't forget to ask all of you friends and rela-
tives near and far to help collect boxtops for 

our school.   

This may be our best collection year 
yet!   Keep listening to the morning an-
nouncements for our next treasure incen-

tive!!  

KEEP COLLECTING!!! 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 

contact me.  

 

Jodi Walker,  

Box Tops Coordinator 

djrobn@stny.rr.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back.  We are off and running 

into the New Year.   

Our first school based immunization 
clinic went very well and we are cur-
rently planning for our follow up clinic on 
February 2nd.  Students under 10 yrs must 
receive a second H1N1 vaccination.  If 
you are planning on having your child 
participate, please make sure to return 
the required paper work to the nurseõs 

office.  

Please try to notify us in advance when-
ever your child will be out ill or at an 
appointment.  Also, notes, phone calls 
and emails assist us in making sure that 
your child is ready to leave early without 

disruption to the class.  Your help is greatly 

appreciated.  

Old man winter has certainly settled in.  
Please make sure that your child is appropri-
ately dressed for the cold weather.  Unless it 
is absolutely frigid or raining, students wait 
outside until 9:00 am to enter the building 
and go outside for recess daily .  Your child 
needs to have on mittens/gloves, boots and 

snow pants in order to play in the snow!  

Wishing you all the best in 2010.   

 

Kate Merrill,  

Principal  

kmerrill@cppmail.com   
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BOXTOP$!!! 

Principalõs Message 

 

 
Congratulations to all the participants that proceeded to the Re-
gionals!! The results are in and are as follows:  
  
Progressing to State: 
Adam Zingler, Grade 3, Literature "Beauty is Less than Perfect"  
  
Regional Merit Award: 
Emily Walters, Grade 4, Photography "Eyes of Love and Devotion" 
Bradley Sweet, Grade 5, Photography "Theo's Shadow" 
  
Regional Directors Choice Award 
Michelle Santoso, Grade K "The beauty of the earth"  
  
All of these entries will be on display  at the Spring Art show at 
CMOG.  
The following  entries: Waverly Shi (Grade 1), Trisha Bhatia 
(Grade 2), Camden Zaidel (Grade 3),Nicholas Sweet (Grade 
3), Pranav Tandon (Grade 4) will be returned to the students  in 
the coming weeks. The State and Merit awards will be returned 
to the students in the Spring. All of  the participants will be 
awarded for their fine efforts!   
 

Parul Bhatia  

Reflections Program Chair  

sharmaparul33@hotmail.com 

 

Reflections 



VOLUME 3 ISSUE 4 

This yearõs science fair will be held on March 27 th  and 28 th  at Corning West High School. This 
is a great opportunity for your child to prepare and present a science project. Everyone is a 

winner.   

All the elementary children will receive both a ribbon and a certificate for participating. 
Children in Kindergarten and First Grade will receive a first place gold ribbon. Children in 

Second Grade through Fifth Grade will receive a first, second or third place ribbon.  

The deadline for registration is January 29 th .  

So put on your thinking caps, keep it simple and have fun.  

 

Pallavee Kekre  

Science Fair Coordinator 

pallavee.kekre@gmail.com 
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Science Fair 

Donations 

Cleaning out closets?  
 
Don't know what to do 
with your used and or 
broken electronics?   
 
Donate them to Erwin Valley!   
 
We accept cell phones, ink jet cartridges, DVDs, 
video games and gaming systems, laptop computers, 
mp3 players, GPS systems and digital cameras for re-
cycling. Your donation will help keep toxic chemicals 
out of landfills. Your donation may also be tax de-
ductible.  To donate, simply drop off your used elec-
tronics in the grey bin in the lobby of Erwin Valley.  
 
Thank you! 

 

Marybeth Johnson  

Easy Money Chair 

mbj1227@gmail.com 

Jump Rope Event 

February is National Heart Month.   

 

During the week of February 8th -12th, Erwin Valley stu-
dents will be participating in the American Heart Asso-

ciation's Jump Rope for Heart program.    

 

All students will participate in jumping activities and 
learn about keeping their hearts healthy in their Physi-

cal Education classes.  

 

They will learn about heart health and how nutrition 
and physical activity can help prevent heart disease and 
stroke.   Students and families who would like to help 
raise funds to support lifesaving heart and stroke re-
search and educational programs will be able to do so. 

Information will be sent home soon!   

 

Contributed by Mrs. McNaney  

PE Teacher  



Itõs NEVER too late to join PTA! 
We are looking for 25 more new members to help us reach our membership goal of 265.  We 

are almost there.  Help us to meet our goal by joining PTA today.  

We value our membersõ time and opinions.  Your membership supports all the extra activities 

we provide for the students throughout the year.  

Please give your support to the students and teachers of our 

school by joining the PTA.  
Tax deductable membership dues are $3.50 per person or business.  There may be several 

memberships in one family.  
 

Laurie Woodward,  

Membership Drive Coordinator  

lauriew_home@yahoo.com 

 

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:             Phone Number:     

Name:                         

Business:                    Total Memberships @ $3.50 = _______________       

e-mail address:       

 

(We use e-mails to send members meeting reminders and let members know about ongoing activities and volunteer opportunities.) 

 

To help us with our national recognition awards, please indicate if any of these categories apply to you: 

 

Teacher     Non-teaching staff     Father     Other non-parent relative     Friend     Business 

 

Are you interested in volunteering with PTA?    YES, CALL ME!!   NOT THIS YEAR  

 

Please enclose exact amount or make checks out to EV PTA.  Remember, dues are $3.50 per membership. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!  
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Membership Drive 
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Geometric shapes are found everywhere. What is a tetrahedron ? You may know it as a triangular pyramid. It is a solid that has 4 triangular 
faces such that 3 of the faces meet to form a vertex (corner). There are 4 corners in a tetrahedron. The best way to learn ab out this solid 

is to make one!  Letõs make a tetrahedron-stand for a photo or drawingé 

Materials:  6 sticks, such as: 6 unsharpened pencils, 6 chopsticks, 6 twigs (cut to the same length), rubber 

bands 

1) Arrange 3 sticks in a triangular shape with the ends slightly overlapping. Wrap a rubber band several times 

near each end. 

 

2) At each intersection, add another stick. (Stretch the rubber band to fit around its end, or use another rubber band to hol d it.) Overlap 

the sticks so they form 3 more triangles. Use another rubber band to secure them.  

3) Your 6 sticks have formed a tetrahedron! Make sure that all 4 triangles have sides that are the same length.  

4) Be sure that at least one stick lies in front of the other sticks, so that it forms a ledge to hold your picture. 

(Can you arrange your sticks so that 3 of the 6 edges form ledges?) 

5) Place a picture in your triangle stand.  

 

Note for Parents: Donõt throw out left over peas (cooked). Use peas to connect toothpicks to make solid 
structures. When the peas dry, the corners of the joined toothpick are held together even more firmly. 

My kids love to do this and end up eating the peas in the process!  

Contributed by Jay Hurlburt  
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New Yearõs Staff Breakfast 

Math Corner 

The annual New Yearõs Staff Breakfast was held on Tuesday, January 12th in the Library.  The staff 
was treated to a wonderful array of breakfast treats.  We had several breakfast casseroles, still pip-
ing hot as we carted the leftovers to the Staff Room, yogurts, fruits, breakfast muffins and cakes, 

scones till warm, bagels, donuts, coffees and juices.  

 

We had the tables covered and fancied up with 
Valentineõs conversation hearts and beautiful 
homemade flowers.  Several students helped set 
around the chairs and artfully design the yogurt 
containers.   It was a beautiful and delightful 
smelling room.  The teachers and staff were able 
to take a few minutes to enjoy the company of 
their colleagues and see how appreciative Erwin 

Valley families are for all they do for our children.   

 

Thanks again to the many families that sent in 
treats!!  Thanks also to Stacie Sweet, Lucinda Ek-
strom, Katerina Hulme and Jenn Haack who helped 
with set up and clean up.  Thanks, too, to those 
from the PTA that took the leftover dishes home 
after the PTA meeting and washed them.  It really 
was a wonderful morning and the food lasted all 

day. 

Thanks again,  

 

Katie Olmstead  

Staff Breakfast Coordinator  

olmsteadfive@aol.com  


